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HOOK   afterwards improved.1 The new Commonwealth would be as

J^J__free as the United States of America to interpret its Constitution

190<:)- as regards central powers and State rights. Otherwise the
appellate jurisdiction of the Privy Council could not be limited
without the consent of the Imperial Government.

When moving the second reading of the Bill on Monday,
May 21, Chamberlain announced the settlement amidst the
general cheers of the House of Commons. He showed in one
telling sentence how the knot had been cut. "The effect of this
understanding will be that Clause 74 will be exactly reversed:
that whereas in the original clause, appeal was to cease in all
cases except where the public interests of some portion of Her
Majesty's dominions outside Australia were concerned, in the
clause, as we now propose to insert it, an appeal will lie in every
case except in the cases where Australian interests alone are
concerned."2 Asquith, rising above the ordinary tone of party,
extolled the wisdom and tact of a solution "which reflects equal
honour on the Colonial Secretary and the Australian delegates";
and spoke of the Commonwealth Bill as "a measure which tran-
scends in interest and magnitude almost any legislative proposal
of our time".3 The Colonial Minister in his different style some
weeks before had enforced the same impression. "We, all of us
. . . welcome the birth of a new nation to whose ever-growing
greatness no man will dare to put a limit, and which is destined
in the providence of God to play a great and increasing part in
the history of the British race."4 These are deep-felt words. It
was confidently expected, then, that Australia and Canada alike
would each comprise twenty or thirty millions of people by this
hour of the twentieth century; and that their wealth, resources
and spirit, added to their numbers, would make them equal by
now to first-class Powers in the European sense.

VI
Prom that day to this there has been difference of feeling
about the merits of the final agreement. Some writers represent
1 Quick and Garran, pp. 246-248, for    Ixxxiii. col. 762 (May 21, 1000).
Australian criticism and subsequent       3 Ibid. cols. 766-767.
verbal amendments in Committee.            4 Meeting of the  British Empire
a Hansard,    Fourth    Series,    vol,    League, April 30, 1900.